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1. ‘hero are at present ninety-four detective agencies in Berlin, employing a “otal 
of approximately 850 detectives. During 1939, in comparison, there were 1*o 
agencies employing 1,300 cetectives. Since no official approval is necessary 
sow the opening of an agency, the mmber is now gradually increasing. A 
umber of questionable persons have taken advartage of this lack of controi, and the 
“Id established agencies in Berlin are attempting to discredit the shady n-weaners. 


2, ‘the largest and best~knowm Berlin detective agency is that of Max Pelzer, Jerlin 
We, Rankestrasse 23 (British Sector). Telzer's fees are high, but he has an 
exaellent record, Twenty detectives between the ages of twenty-four and Mitty 
eee regularly employed by him, each earning an average monthly salary of between 
="9 and 400 RM, Except fer occasional rewards from clients, his detective: ve- 
celve bonuses only under exceptional. circumstances. Pelzer avoids hiring ‘cvmer 
policemen or police detectives, claiming that they lack the proper feeling ior 
peivate investigation. He has been im the business for twenty-five years, 
“emerly specializing in grand larceny cases. Since the summer of 1945, o“lnal 

avestigation assigaments have been crowded out by investigations of the Wocre- 
caouts or party affiliations of former Nazis. Pelzer has also been engaged by 
Nazis to precure defense evidence for denazification proceedings. In addition, 
ka has a number of current assig@ments from lerge concerns to report on amployees 
0 are diverting company goods to the black market. 


+ 


3. Fritz Jandt, the head of a new detective agency at Berlin-Zehlondorf, Postuag 38, 
is a former police commissioner. He founded“his agency in October 1946 an: hag 
gaven regularly-employed detectives and a substantial list of clients... Hix: de~- 
tectives earn approximately 400 RM a month. Although Pelzer avolds workin; with 
ie police whensver poagible, Janis, because of his contacts with former 
‘-goclates, says he works quite well with them. His work is chiefly in the 
£..eld of diverce cases. - 


4a  ‘“veuzadler, the proprietor of a detective agency in the Soviet Sectur at 


MVD as agents, earning G00 RH per month thereby. Krevuadler 
was in considerable financial distress until early in 1946, when bis firm, pre- 
aumably as the result of Russian support, entered into a period of inordinate 
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5, he oldest detective agency in Perlin is that of Kurt Arend at 
Potsdancrstrasse 159, opposite the Sportpalast. This firm vas founded 
forty years ago and is now celbrating its anniversary, Arend boasts that 
his agency wus the first to have its telephone privileres restored in 
1945. le has sixteen regularly-cmployed detectives, and is the only 
Berlin agency owner to have opened branches in all the occupation zones--- 
for him a matter of reopening his former branches, IJis Soviet Zone bremch 
office in Leipzig was cl°sud by the police on 16 July, his representative 
in ilecklenburg is being held by the policé, and he belioves similar action 
to have been taken in Magdeburg and Ilalle. 


6, At the present tine, detective work in the Soviet Zone is considered 
dangerous. Saxony began in May 1947 to forbid all activity of Derlin 
dotectives in that province, and 1+ is expected that the other provinces 
of the Soviet Zone will shortly follow suit. In July 1947 all detective 
ageneics in Saxony and Thuxingia were closed dow, and their files were 
confiscated. Some of the agencies were reported to have been closed dom 
by German police, but the larger arencies in Leipzig were said to have 
been closed by LV) treops. Pelzer has had three employees picked up by 
the Russians in the last three months, and has heard nothing further of 
them. Jandt complains’ of the difficulty of working in the Soviet Zone; 
he said his difficulty, however, is not with the Russians, but rather rrith 
the German police, As a rule he personally undertakes the Soviet Zone 
assipmmnents, Its favorite cover in going into the Soviet Zone is to pass 
as a Berliner out scrounging for food. For the most part, Eee 25X1xX 

25X1X a te German police in the Zone have photographs of all Berlin 
detectives, and such detectives are immediately arrested when recognized. 


7, Pelzer claims that although the Russians have tried several times to 
maneuver him into an arrest, he studiously avoids en‘ering the Soviet Sector. 
Recentiy, according to Felzer, a Russian major in a large BINT automobile 
stopped before Pelzer's house and urgently asked him to accompany him te 
Potsdan, The major's story was that his valise had been stolen and that 
he wanted Pelzer to find it. Ile ‘promised’ Pelzer a large reward and even 
offered him 10,000 Ri in advance. Pelzer, however, begued off, piving, the 
press of business as an excuste Ayvend has also had similar expericonces 
with Pussion officers from Weissénsee and Kox‘ishorst and has had the same 
stolen suitcase lure used on him. 


8, According to Arend, the fussian action against detective agencies results 
not only fron the usual Ruvsian wistrust of undercover activities, but 
- also from the fact that rmch stolen property has tactlcessly been traced by 
suoller Berlin detective arzencies to the hands of Sovict officors, 
soldiors, civilians, oa » or camp followers. . 


25X1X ME Corrsont : ae further information on detective 
agencies in the Russian Zone. 
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